
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 3, 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
The last three years have seen many changes, both negative and positive, and as the world has shifted, we 
have been reevaluating how to best serve the young people of our parish in an engaging and intentional 
way. As we have been prayerfully discerning how to best do this, our Confirmation Ministry continues to be 
the place where we see the most need for change. 
 
Confirmation is not a teen choosing the faith; it is their response to the Church’s invitation. It is an invitation 
to play their part in the “Mission” of the church and to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit for that Mission. The 
process is to help prepare them in their call to discipleship and to get them consistently involved in parish 
life, both during and after this time of preparation. 
 
One of the primary goals of Confirmation preparation is to imitate the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults) model by getting teens more spiritually active in their own parish through programs fitting for 
them.  The expectations seek to foster a parish connection that extends throughout their four years of high 
school, and beyond. For those who are consistent, it has proven to carry over to a long-lasting church 
involvement. 
 
Currently, our Confirmation Ministry falls under the umbrella of St. Mary of the Falls Life Teen and works in 
two parts. We utilize the Chosen Confirmation Series at home for preparation specific to the sacrament and 
encourage your teen to grow in their faith and in community with their peers in Life Teen High School 
Youth Ministry. Teens participate simultaneously in these two parts over the course of their freshman year 
of high school. This has been good, and we have witnessed many fruits, however, we know their needs are 
ever-changing and we must adapt to better serve them. 
 
Preparation for the sacrament is a two-year process which generally begins in the fall of eighth grade and 
formally finishes in the spring of ninth grade. To better meet the needs and support the emotional maturity 
of our young people, we are shifting preparation to begin in ninth grade and formally finish in the spring of 
tenth grade. 
 
We want to better serve your family and look forward to hearing your input on how we 
can work together to prepare our teens for the sacrament. Join us for one of two 
townhall meetings at 7pm in the church on Wednesday, November 9th or Monday, 
November 14th to discuss the new direction of the St. Mary of the Falls Confirmation 
Ministry. To give everyone a chance to be heard, we ask that you sign up to attend one of 
the meetings; spaces will be limited. You can use the QR code to the right or sign up at 
stmaryofthefalls.org/confirmation.  
 
We look forward to seeing you and hearing from you soon. 
 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Father Ryan Cubera      Jackie Swinerton 
Pastor        Youth Minister 
        smofLifeTeenOffice@gmail.com 
        440.235.2222 x124 


